


voice,” he tells them. “Isn’t it magnificent?” It belongs to a new character, 
Nadine, the airline stewardess. “What did you use to say in Copenhagen?” 
Guido asks her. 

“We are delighted to inform you that, as the result of a fortunate engine 
failure, the passengers will spend the night in Copenhagen at the expense of 
the airline.” 

This is the same voice that Guido will hear on the public address system 
in the steam room, summoning him to his imaginary visit with the cardinal. 

Now Federico asks Marcello to practice cracking a whip. Marcello fails 
consistently, and my attention wanders. Suddenly a tremendous report 
makes everyone jump: one of the electricians has just shown how it is done, 
brilliantly but frighteningly. Marcello soon masters the wrist motion that is 
the secret. Federico takes another whip, and tries to match him. When 
he succeeds, they go into a boyish contest, volleying whip cracks like 
tennis shots. 

But actually we are not yet up to that scene. Shouts come up from 
the cellar. “Who’s that?” Guido inquires from the depths of his sheet. 

“Jacqueline,” Gloria says. “She didn’t want to go upstairs with the old 
women so we shut her in the cellar.” 

In the next shot a cloud of feathers emerges from the cellar, followed 
by the show girl, called Jacqueline Bonbon. She is the character referred 
to as Kiki in the scenario; she wears a feather costume out of the Folies 
Bergere. Before each take, her tall headdress is given a special treatment 
to make it look like a spider web: a liquid adhesive is sprayed over the 
feathers through a sort of small fan. 

“I don’t want to talk to those women!” she screams. “They’re all dirty 
liars! They’re all older than I! If you don’t believe me, go ask in City Hall: 
Jacqueline Bonbon, born July 14, 1936. I’m twenty-six! Look at my legs! 
Who’s got a bosom like mine? Who has such a nice behind? Guido, Guido, 
I beg you, don’t send me upstairs!” 


“Just one more year, Guido, please, just one more year,” 
begs Jacqueline Bonbon, the soubrette, her mascara 
running. 
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